BRIEF HIGHLIGHT CONCERNING OBSERVING SALAT: 
PRAYING WITH OR WITHOUT PUTTING ON SHOES 


A short note by Husain Inuwa. 


introduction 


In the name of Allah the Beneficent the Merciful. 

| thank Allah == for giving me this golden wisdom and opportunity to write this brief 
but concise explanation, which | felt was worth sharing with my muslim brothers on the 
above topic which usually causes arguments, misunderstanding and sometimes chaos 
among Muslims (especially the students of knowledge). It is the fruitful result from the 
weekly lesson in the circle of knowledge “maijlis” that took place at Alfurqan Juma’at 
mosque, Alu Avenue, Nassarawa, Kano. 


The lecture deeply revealed in detail the literal context as well as the shari’ah view of the 
Hadith which permits people to pray wearing their shoes without removing them. This 
authentic Hadith which according to many ulamas (scholars) refers to the “mustahab” 
recommended act, brings a lot of misunderstanding among the very contemporary 
students of knowledge. 


Many among the companions (sahaba) used to pray with their shoes on their feet in the 


mosque during and after the lifetime of the messenger of Allah += . It was therefore an act 
of surprise to see a person praying without wearing shoes those days because the prophet 


“== asked them (the companions) to contradict the Jews (in their practice of prayer) as they 
(Jews) used to pray bare-feet (without putting on their shoes). Therefore it is mustahab (Act 
of recommendation) to pray with your shoes as long as they are free from filth. It happened 
on one occasion when the prophet was observing prayer that he removed his shoes, the 


companion praying beside him did the same. When the prayer was over the prophet asked 
the companion why did he remove his shoes, he replied that because he had seen him (the 
prophet) remove his own. The prophet told him that “jibril” (Archangel) came to me and told 
me that there was filth in my shoes, so | immediately removed them on the spot. 


Similarly, Abdullahi bin mas’ud once saw a person praying without putting on his shoes and 
asked him what style of prayer he was doing, “is it an Iraqi style’? Referring to it as 
disapproved. 


Now, due to the social, technological and environmental changes in generations, what is the 
status of this generation prayer which has been practiced without wearing a shoe? 


In shari’ah, among the fundamental principle there is what is called: Dar'ul mafasid 
muqaddamun ala jalbil mashalih, 334 -\dal) patie (We Gls allied! Meaning, clearance or 
removal of harmful is preceded over the introduction of benefits. 


However, our mosques are nowadays decorated and beautified with tiles, expensive carpets 
and marble which cannot accommodate dirt or filth. As a result of this, removing the shoe 
while entering the mosque prevails the praying with it to contradict the Jews mode of praying. 
In shari’ah, sanitizing and cleaning of mosques is a mandatory task because of potential 
damage it can bring to the Muslim Umma if not maintained. In adumbration, mosques should 
always be free from dirt, filth, bad odor and anything that can lead to distraction and hatred 
of the mosque in the heart of the people. 


Moreover, failure to look after the neatness of the mosque is a general consequence that has 
an effective nature on all Muslim Umma while contradicting the Jews is an individual 
consequence that can only affect the person observing such practice. 


Similarly, based on the above principle, it is vividly appeared that praying bare-feet is a 
Mustahab (recommended act) while maintenance of mosques is waajib (compulsory act). 
Thus, here are some of the verses from the glorious Quran that proves the assertion. 


Almighty Allah (swt) says in the Holy Qur'an: 


Gos 9h 985 Si Aad gh (peut aa Y) GAAS aby BLS IM oil g Socal alll g SY) a Gall g aly Goal dye aiid Spina “yet Lal 
Cypotig-ll 


”Only those shall maintain Allah's mosques, who believe in Allah and Last Day, and 
establish prayer and give zakat, and fear no one except Allah. They, hopefully, will be 
among the guides.” (9:18) 


Furthermore, it should be borne in mind, when any object or person is connected to the 
Grand Name of Allah, it shows prestigious rank. For example, Allah === calls some of His 
exclusive slaves, “ibaadur-Rahman”, (the slaves of the Most Merciful). By connecting them 
with His Name; Allah is honoring them. Similarly, the masaajid is known as “Buyutullah”, the 


<ul 


Houses of Allah. Of all the places on this earth, the Prophet 2== informed us that the 


mosques are the most beloved placed to Allah ==3 . Come to think of it: Our Lord loves the 
maasajid! Even the name holds great honor; “masjid” literally means “place of prostration 


(sujuud)”. They are the greatest places to worship Allah and to remember Him. Allah sss 
says, “And the mosques are for Allah (Alone).” (72:18) 


Allah === also says, “In houses (mosques), which Allah has ordered to be raised, in 
them His Name is glorified in the mornings and in the afternoons or the evenings.” 
(24:36) this ayah teaches us the two main rulings of the masaajid: 


a) “To be raised,” meaning to build them, to honor them and to look after their neatness. 


b) “In them His Name is glorified,” meaning we worships Allah in the masajid. This 
encompasses all acts of worship such as praying, reading Qur’an, observing |’tikaf and 
also learning and teaching of Islamic knowledge among others. Not only does the masjid 
itself have a great honor, but Allah has honored certain people because of their 
relationship with the masajid. 


As indicated earlier cleaning and maintaining the mosque is an automatic reversion of fitna 
from the muslim ummah (as this would guide against the emergence of hatred of mosques 
among the muslims by making them feel not wanting to attend the masjid for whatever 
purpose while contradicting the jews (in prayer) is the benefit “maslaha” for the ummah 
(muslims community). 


In view of this, maintaining the masajid by keeping them clean and smelling nice, ‘Aishah 
== reports that the Prophet ordered that mosques be built in residential areas and that 
they be cleaned and perfumed. (ibn Hibban) We are also aware of the narration in Bukhari 


that a woman used to clean the masjid of the Prophet died one day, the Prophet “= asked 
about her and the Companions told him that she passed away. He went to her grave and 
prayed the funeral prayer for her. This Hadith shows us how much the Prophet === loved 
this woman for keeping the masjid cleaned and nice. 


Finally, in terms of dressing with nice clothes that are clean, Allah === says, “O Children of 
Adam! Wear your beautiful apparel at every time and place of prayer.” (7:31) Imam Sa’di 
<=. explains this ayah by saying, “[wear your clothing] meaning cover yourself properly with 
clothing that is clean and nice. This is beautiful because firstly you are covering your private 
parts and secondly you are doing so with clothing that is clean and pleasant.” Usually the 
discussion of clothing in Islam is centered on women, but this ayah is addressing both 
genders. Both genders should refrain from wearing form-fitting clothes, clothes that emanate 
the odor of food, and clothes that do not cover us properly. 


Conclusively, we have seen that the permissibility to pray while putting on shoes is the act of 
recommendation in prayer during and after the lifetime of the prophet Muhammad saw and 
such practice continued to exist during the tabi’un (predecessors) generation. 


We have also seen that contradicting the jews in putting on shoes during prayer is also 
acknowledged by the prophet Muhammad. 


Consequently, the contemporary generations cannot be compulsorily tasked to practice this 
Sunnah due to the potential danger that can emerge as clearly mentioned in the previous 
paragraphs. 


Finally, it was also observed that in every aspect of ruling, shariah always regards this, Dar'ul 
mafasid muqaddamun ala jalbil mashalih. 354 +ldal) aade (le Gla alleaall (to refuse harm 
that would take precedence over the benefit “maslaha”). 


Wallahu a’alam, (Allah knows best,) 


Husain Inuwa 
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